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A Design
SHOWCASE
SHAKESPEARE ONCE SAID, “THOUGH SHE BE BUT LITTLE, SHE IS FIERCE.” THAT 
SAME SENTIMENT COULD EASILY BE APPLIED TO THE DESIGN INDUSTRY IN 
IRELAND, THOUGH IT IS RELATIVELY SMALL BY GLOBAL STANDARDS, IT IS FIERCE.
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Ireland’s design identity has been stamping its 
mark on catwalks and look-books the world 

over thanks to a new generation of designers 
remixing the traditional into something fresh, 
fashion-forward and contemporary.

Taking their inspiration from Ireland’s beautiful 
surroundings, our makers are tapping into 
myths and legends, ancient landmarks and 
stories and fusing them with natural materials 
that offer a modern take on the traditional. 
These designers use skills that are hundreds, 
sometimes thousands of years old, but produce 
work that’s right at home in today’s world.

Showcase, Ireland’s Creative Expo®, took place 
at the RDS in January and featured many of these 
bright design talents. The show saw sales orders 
increase to €26.3M with buyers attending and 
placing orders for Irish design products from 27 
countries. Over 400 creative brands, including 
more than 50 who exhibited for the first time, 
presented their latest collections across fashion, 
jewelry, fragrances, home & giftware.

Sustainability and circularity were strong themes 
at the show this year. Retailers are responding 
to the change in consumer sentiment to buy 
products that are consciously made with respect 
for the environment and the people that produce 
them. Carlow-based Ballyshane received a 
Highly Commended Award at Showcase 2020 
for their commitment to sustainable production 
using only Irish timber. Their efforts impressed 
buyers and as a result, the brand has acquired 
15 new buyers from Irish and US markets.

The Overall Winner of the Best Product Award 
went to Studio Donegal for its fashion-forward 
shirt jacket. This is the second year in a row 
that Studio Donegal has won in this category 
as well as the Showcase Best Product Award in 
the fashion category. Studio Donegal’s woolen 
mill, situated in the village of Kilcar in the 
heart of Donegal, maintains the tradition of 
handweaving, spinning and garment making.

Stephen Hughes, Department Manager 
Consumer Retail at Enterprise Ireland said 
that Irish designers are hitting the mark with 
overseas buyers and the increase in sales 

reflects the growth in demand for unique, quality 
Irish products renowned for their innovation, 
creativity and design.
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Jennifer Rothwell
Jennifer Rothwell promotes Irish heritage 
and culture through her innovative fashion. 
Renowned for her iconic colorful prints, this 
multi-award-winning fashion designer digitally 
prints and manufactures her designs in Ireland.

Jennifer is reigniting the Celtic revival (also 
known as the Celtic twilight) of the 19th 
and 20th centuries in the 21st century by 
celebrating Irish artists, folklore, legends 
and traditions through fashion in a modern 
and contemporary way which the National 
Museum of Ireland acknowledged in 2016, 
by purchasing her designs for their collections. 
Jennifer’s iconic prints include her Harry Clarke 
collection, 1916 GPO Commemorative and 
Book of Kells. Her new collection includes the 
Saint Brigid’s print inspired by Harry Clarke 
and her Féileacán collection.

Jennifer’s production is 100% eco-friendly 
and sustainable. She digitally prints all of 
her fabrics and manufacturers locally in her 
studio in Dublin. Jennifer’s designs are not 
mass-produced and there is no extra stock 
or waste. Because she prints, manufactures 
and sells all her studio, the carbon footprint 
is dramatically reduced.

The St Brigid print, inspired by Ireland’s first 
female saint, is intended to empower. Brigid 
was named after one of the most powerful 
goddesses in the Pagan religion - the goddess 
of fire, whose manifestations were song, 
craftsmanship, and poetry. These pursuits 
were considered by the Irish to be the flames 
of knowledge. The Feast of Brigid is celebrated 
on the 1st of February, marking the start of 
the pagan festival of spring. The print’s color 
scheme was heavily informed by Harry Clark’s 
Saint Brigid stained-glass window at Saint 
Mary’s Church in Ballinnrobe, County Mayo.

The Féileacàn print collection is Jennifer’s 
new Spring 2020 range. The collection came 
to fruition out of Jennifer ‘s desire to raise 
awareness and help save the vital species in 
danger of extinction to preserve the earth’s 

future survival. The Luna print from this 
collection is inspired by the Morpho Butterfly. 
These beautiful butterflies are known for the 
vivid blue color of their wings.

The Luna print showcases beautiful vibrant 

colors and contrasts a dance of wings 
throughout the night while the Ulysses 
print is a more contemporary adaption 
of the butterfly theme with contrasting 
black and neon colors throughout. www.
jenniferrothwell.com
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Jayne Gillan Designs
In the beautiful setting of the Slieve Mish 
Mountains on the Dingle Peninsula, you will 
find Jayne Gillan felting in her home studio. 
Her light-filled studio looks straight up at the 
mountain and out over Tralee Bay towards 
the Atlantic Ocean; her source of inspiration 
and creativity.

Jane trained as an accountant and ran a 
business for many years but her passion 
was always with fashion design and craft. 
When a friend introduced her to felting, she 
got hooked, and Jayne quickly saw that she 
could express her creativity through felting, 
designing her own line of fashion accessories.

Jayne grew up around wool. Her gran was 
a pioneer on the knitting machine and loved 
to hand crochet while her mum hand knitted 
Aran sweaters to provide for her young 
family so Jayne grew up with a love of the 
craft. Her passion for felting has become 
a lesson about the properties of the wool 
itself. “I am used to seeing the sheep on 
the mountain behind me and in the fields 
around, she says. “Wool is an eco-friendly 
product. It naturally decays in the ground 
and yet we can preserve it to last a lifetime. 
It is skin-friendly in that it allows our skin to 
breathe without sweating whilst keeping us 
warm. It has anti-bacterial properties, so 
it doesn´t hold mold. It is water resistant, 
wind-proof and fire-proof. What man-made 
material can match up to all that?!”

Jayne’s color palette is also based on the 
Irish Landscape. Deep-sea blues mixed 
with shades of evergreens, deep heathery 
purples, and tones of the grey bedrock that 
is the foundation of the island of Ireland.

On her journey of learning, Jayne has been 
to observe local sheep shearing (the sheep 
love it like they know that summer is coming). 
She has washed the fleece and processed it. 
She has experimented with spinning and 
carding. She has tried felting various sheep 
and llama breeds, but her favorite is Merino 

wool. Why? “Merino wool is soft on the 
skin, and yet quite hardy. Depending on the 
fiber grade, you get different consistency in 
the felt, so you can have superfine merino 
which is so fine to felt you end up with near 
silk properties, or a medium merino grade, 
which gives you a soft thicker felt that holds 
shape and form. I work with the medium 
merino grade as its the texture that I achieve 
that makes my designs so unique.”

Her unique designs incorporate a modern 
twist to the traditional. A classic example 
is her Men’s Collar, made of soft merino 

wool and mulberry silks, and featuring a 
traditional wooden toggle button. It is such 
a popular design that many women are 
buying it too. Jayne tells us “when I was 
designing a scarf for men, the biggest thing 
I couldn´t reconcile was why a man would 
want a long scarf that is awkward and bulky 
under a jacket. And so the men’s collar was 
born.” It is smart and modern and very New 
York chic, yet has an Irish Design look.

If visiting County Kerry, you can make 
appointment to visit her studio, and maybe 
even take a class. www.janegillan.com
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Rita White is an Irish artist and print designer based 
in Ireland. Her background in nursing, psychology, 
and psychotherapy greatly influence her 
work, adding depth and meaning to her 
hand drawings. Rita also has a first-class 
honors degree in art & design.

While her work isn’t blatantly 
Irish, the stories behind Rita’s hand 
drawings are uniquely Irish. They have 
that story! The landscape, the birds, the 
ocean and layers of fabric and design 
that make up her work which becomes a 
hybridization of Irishness that has evolved 
into contemporary Irish design.

Rita’s ‘Birds on the Wheel’, migratory 
birds tells of how the Brent Geese 
fly all the way from Canada and 
Greenland and return to Ireland every 
winter, not unlike our human stories 
of Immigration. ‘Birds in the Reeds’ is 
about the long-necked birds that hide 
in the reeds with the mauve/grey Irish 
sky in the background. The ‘Gallop’ 
is about horse racing, but it is also 
about the gallop of life that we are all 
involved in while the layer of flowers 
symbolizes the energy to keep 
going. “It is about the excitement 
of that gallop, of the pushing 
forward regardless, knowing 
that one has to keep going until 
the end,” Rita says. Her choice 
of color is also uniquely Irish, 
some are of the Irish landscape 
and others are because Rita just loves 
color, especially against the backdrop of 
grey Irish days.

Rita’s designs are digitally printed onto luxurious silk 
and made into exciting silk scarves, ties and pocket 
squares. More recently she has added turbans, tops, 
dresses and even cushion covers.

A Splash
OF COLOR
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Fashion Forward Knitwear
Established in 1965 by Tom and Sally Lane, 
Erin Knitwear specialize in a wide range of 
hand-knitted products. Today this Cork based 
company is still owned by the Lane family and 
run by Tom’s sons Billy and John Lane.

Erin Knitwear began by producing both 
traditional and fashionable Aran handknits 
and accessories for ladies, gents and 
children, however, the product range has 
evolved greatly since then, appealing to a 
broad range of customers. “We work with 
designers who follow trends, so we try to 
bring out new styles and designs every year,” 
explains Billy. “These designs appeal to the 
domestic as well as international market.”

It seems they also appeal to a few famous 
faces! When Tom Cruise was filming ‘Far 
and Away’ in Ireland back in 1990, Billy 
presented Tom and his wife Nicole Kidman 
with Aran sweaters one night after shooting. 
The sweaters were presented in Paudie O’ 
Shea’s bar in Dingle, Co. Kerry. “I still have 
the pictures of that night,” Billy enthuses, 
“and they were on every national paper in 
Ireland the following morning. Paudie said 
that Tom Cruise was delighted and surprised 
to receive his Aran sweater.”

All Erin Knitwear products are hand-knit 
in 100% wool and fleece-lined for warmth 
and comfort. The company produces hats, 
caps, gloves, hand-warmers, scarves and 
bags in Aran and Fair Isle designs in vibrant 
and muted colors. The accessories range 
are more geared to Autumn-Winter because 
of the fleece lining but the range sells very 
well all year round in Ireland, particularly in 
visitor center shops like The Cliffs of Moher 
and Kylemore Abbey where there are lots of 
overseas visitors – and often a bit of a chill 
in the wind!

From hats and headbands to hand warmers; 
cute woolly purses to funky handcrafted 
felt and knitted sheep collectibles, the Erin 
Knitwear range is innovative and stylish with 
a contemporary twist.
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Wearing Irish
Kilkenny Silver is a family-run sterling 
silver wholesale jewelry company based in 
County Kilkenny on Ireland’s Ancient East. 
A well-established business trading for two 
generations, it is now a part of the Kilkenny 
landscape for almost 40 years. 

Kilkenny Silver stock and design a wide 
range of Celtic sterling silver pieces as 
well as a diverse range of contemporary 
sterling silver and costume fashion jewelry 
in Celtic and contemporary designs.  

The company provides the Irish home 
market and the vast Irish diaspora 
with potent symbols of home; jewelry 
that connects people to their roots no 
matter where in the world they reside. 
They believe value is not just monetary 
worth but also an emotional feeling, and 
their jewelry connects to what “HOME” 
represents for those Irish people far from 
these shores. Whilst many Irish may be far 
from their roots and culture, they still want 
to ‘belong’, we all do.  Irish people have 
a strong cultural identity and by wearing 
symbols of this ancient culture they feel 
connected to an ancient and proud land. 
The Irish love to travel and Celtic jewelry 
can be a focal point and conversation 
starter for those far from home.

Each piece of Kilkenny Silver jewelry 
represents a symbol of Irish heritage and 
is accompanied by an explanation of that 
symbol thus deepening the knowledge of 
its history and origin.

The family wants to give all Irish and 
international customers a little piece of 
Ireland, a symbol of their proud heritage 
to take home, treasure and keep for 
generations to come. Their Celtic jewelry 
provides a real reminder of where Irish 
families originated and a home place to 
remember. With an extensive range, there 
are many designs to suit all tastes and 
styles.  Kilkenny Silver’s products are the 
perfect way to wear a piece of Ireland.




